[The imaging diagnosis of sclerosing peritonitis (SP) following continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD)].
Sclerosing peritonitis is a serious complication of CAPD characterised by thickened peritoneal membranes which lead to decreased ultrafiltration and intestinal obstruction. The roentgenographic signs of SP were analysed in 11 patients who underwent plain x-ray of the abdomen, follow-through examinations of the small bowel, ultrasonography and computed tomography. Results were correlated with the histological degree of SP. Besides the non-specific findings of intestinal obstruction, patients with histologically marked SP had loculated fluid collections, thickening of the bowel wall and/or peritoneum, peritoneal calcifications and thickened peritoneal membranes. Due to the fact that postoperative complications often occur in patients with SP, detection of the radiological signs should lead to cautious surgical interventions and changeover to haemodialysis.